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Caribbean Dolls 


Volume 8, Number 11 


~ While this delightful sea realm 
is fresh in mind, we might do a 
bit of bragging about the allure of 
a banana boat cruise. Yes, last 
month, fortune seemed to smile, 
by way of somebody’s cancellation, 
so we lucky Mc- | 
Kims (Mr. and 
Mrs. “Kimport”) 
sailed from New 
Orleans on the 
good ship Cefalu 
for ports in Cuba, 
Honduras and 
Guatemala. It was 
a jolly jaunt into 
wropical sunshine, 
right at the sea- 
son when blizzards 
were chasing each 
other all around 
everyone’s barn! 
But since never 
a column gets into 
these small pages 
that does not re- 
late to dolls, let’s © 
first mention our 
port of departure, 
and the Mardi 
Gras time that it was. Dolls in 
New Orleans gift shops are plenti- 
ful, mammies with nut or cloth 
or plaster heads are extra abun- 
dant and not always collection 
worthy. Years ago, Kimport se- 
lected for their dolls to offer from 
here, a King and Queen of festivi- 
ties, composition headed with mo- 
hair wigs, well made stuffed dolls. 
They are showily dressed in shiny 
rayon satin, with velvet or tinsel 


cloth mantles, crowns, scepters and 
fancy trim. Such a pair does ex- 
press carnival spirit, they are 
easily recognized in a State collec- 


tion as being from Louisiana, in 
fact, they’re popular as a couple, 
Fo . or singly. King, 

10%” tall is No. 


179, or Queen, 814” 
tall, No. 179A, at 
$6.25 each. 
First stop, Ha- 
vana, and again 
dolls of souvenir 
type are abundant. 
We found some 
expensive imports 
from Spain, some 
stamped, Made in 
Mexico, but decid- 

_ ed on a personal- 
ity pair of, “Chi- 
chi and Cholotte,” 
because they seem- 
ed most like those 
indefatiguable cafe 
dancers, full of 
rhythm, radiating 
color and verve! 
Only 4” tall, clev- 
erly hand-made to pose on cigar 
box wood base, dressed as sketched 
in wool crocheted lace of fascinat- 
ing colors. Two separate dolls, 
but sold as a pair, No. 355 and 
355A, $4.50 for both. | <5 
At Le Ceiba, Honduras, we found 
mahogany trays and bowls, but no 
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NOTICE—No price for any article listed 
or described herein ‘exceeds the ceiling 
price for that article, as determined under 
applicable O.P.S. ceiling price regulations. 
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mahogany dolls. We tried, per- 
suasively as possible to plant some 
seeds of ambition along that line, 
but results are nebulous. It is so 
much more pleasant for a hospit- 
able Honduran to smile and sort 0’ 
promise than to close the door. 
Some women in our party bought 
dolls to bring back to collector 
friends, but they were definitely 
Guatemalan, or some from San 
Salvador. But we did find you 
something of good Honduran hand- 
craft—the most beautifully woven 
miniature panama hats one could 
imagine. Attached to each, in “‘sou- 
venir” grouping is a sort of slat 
umbrella and a hank of colors— 
maybe it’s a bag effect, but any- 
way, those hats are worth the 
price, additional stuff, gratis! 1%” 
in diameter and really perfect. 
Each hat, 75c with an order. Re- 
member? We can’t pay that post- 
age on any order under $1.00. 


Splashily painted bentwood 
boxes, about 1%%” long (oval) are 
the most popular trinkets, as each 
bandbox contains half a dozen 
market day Guatemalans. They’re 
bendable on wire armature, yarn 
and print clad, and all in all a set 
‘of complete, cute dollies—you can 
figure how big. No. 366M, 95c a 
cae or six sets, No. 366M-6, for 


Guatemala produces quantities 
of tourist dolls, almost like the 
abundance of mammies from New 
Orleans! They are clean, colorful, 
profuse in use of those typical 
hand-woven cottons, and excellent 
values. Only difficulty for us, so 
many of you have them. But if 
not, we still say that the native 
weaver with her portable loom is 
amongst most typical artisan dolls 
from any place. No. 379A, $2.50. 
Standing figures about 8” tall are 
proper size to group with the loom 
lady. Ramon is No. 366, and Lalla, 
366A, $1.25 each and postpaid. 


Other neighbors from this area 
include Jamaica, St. Lucia, the Vir- 
gin Islands and Haiti. Junita from 
Jamaica has a nice pedigree page. 


She’s a black cloth gal, so solidly 
stuffed, bosoms and all, that you 
wonder how anyone could come, 
“so firm, so fully packed.” There 
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is a tracing of genius in each hand 
sketched big apron; 7” size, No. 
266, $2.50. 

Lindy from the historic port of 
Castries, Island of St. Lucia, also 
has a fascinating pedigree page. 
You know about those informative 
bits of lore which Kimport sends 
with every regular doll, we hope. 
Well, brown cloth Miss Lindy has 
oil painted white eyeballs, red 
mouth and a “mere-smear nose,” 
as Kipling said. Her hair is real, 
under a madras turban, long print 
dress hiked up to show a pretty 
petticoat, gold earrings and figure 
with allure—what more could a 
native girl ask? About 10” tall, 
No. 295, $3.50. 


Virgin Islands, under nobody’s 
thumb, and also, with nobody’s 

help, drift along in undeveloped 
Booey. Our dolls from there are 

so spic-span and happy looking. 
They are made by native islanders, 
but under some Co-op supervision 
that evidently furnishes pretty 
print cloth, straw weaving ma- 
terial and beads for doll jewelry. 
Faces are interestingly embroid- 
ered on cloth. Joseph, No. 451, 
$1.50; Inez, 451A, $1.50 each. 


Last order of dolls from Haiti, 
we put the accent on Christophe, 
the little voodoo drummer boy. He 
is such a favorite—pert, officious 
looking chap, spraddling a big log 
drum. Brown cloth over a wire 
frame may sound repetitious on 
these islanders and Central Amer- 
icans, but truly there are distin- 
guishing differences in the ones 
Kimport selects to represent each 
oe Haiti boy is No. 368, price, 

2.25. 


_ Thoroughly delightful, if you are 
n proper mood to appreciate a 
primitive, is the tall, erect Nicara- 
guan woman. She stands 11” tall 


in serene dignity, with a pitcher or 
something held atop her placid 
head. Features are embroidered, 
the eyes extremely large; hair is 
black cloth braids tied with bright 
bows and the costume a flounced 
print skirt and sacque, plus beads. 
No. 351A, Nela from Nicaragua, 
$3.50. 

Yucatan is 
just one of 
Mexico’s 
states, but it 
does overlook 
the Caribbean 
and Gulf sea 
lanes. No 
doubt you had 
some sort of 
doll from 
Mexico in your 
first. dozen 
foreigners. 
Our - neighbors 
due south, are 
a most artistic 
and ingenious 
people, with 
doll making 
only one of their highly developed 
crafts. From this coastal area, you 
may have pretty “Francisca,” with 
pressed felt-cloth face and cloth 
body, but jointed: at shoulders and 
hips. Her headdress is a pretty af- 
fair of ribbon bound drape, dress 
is of loomed stripe cotton, braid 
trimmed, and leather soled sandals 
protect her bare feet. Eight inches 
tall, No. 359Y, special, $1.00. 


Available stocks from South 
America are: First, a Late Arrival 
—that department was getting 
crowded out this issue, so we’re 
spreading the few new things 
around. From British Guiana, 
freshly unpacked, is a shipment of 
Hindu colonists who settled there 
long ago to raise tea. You’d be 
mixed up too as to what was Peo- 
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ple with a Past and what was 
Dolls, so strangely “East Indian” 
are these 7” balata sap characters 
from the northern coast of South 
America, Western Hemisphere! 


Jointed to sit, he bearded and 


turbaned, and she veiled and—can 
I continue—nose ringed! They are 
strangely fascinating, excellent 
collector finds—we had some long 
ago, so keeping that old price, No. 
279 and 279A for man and woman, 
$3.95 each. | 

Briefly, from the Argentine,- 3” 
wooden gaucho, No. 375, 50c. 

Two-inch cloth dolls, clean and 
well made, came from Ecuador, 
No. 394, only 50c the pair. 
 That’s all in that price range, 
but those favorite Peruvians in 7” 
size are still a “best bargain.” 


Exotic colors, strange fabrics com- 
bine with precisely modeled Inca 
looking heads to make a most out- 
standing doll. Man is No. 377B and 
woman, 377C, excellent collection 
class,$7.50 the pair. 


Mo- : 


“ 


Chilean folk are depicted as lus- 


tily good humoured in the charac- 
ter dolls, Don Caesar and Mariano. 
They’re dancing, that’s one reason 
for their rowdy high spirits, he in 
spurs and she in response! No. 384 
and 384A, 11” tall, and $5.95 each. 


two years to obtain an order of 
Brazilian dolls, we have a nice 
selection of Rosa and Fabio, those 
brown’ skinned little charmers. 
Felt faces, shiny eyes and colorful 
costumes of stark hued felts. 
Jointed at hips; 9 and 10” tall, 
she is No. 365A, $5.25, and he is 
No. 365, $4.75. 

From Uruguay we have a lone 
man, a well made, interesting 
gaucho doll, 944” tall, on a base. 
No. 367, $7.50. 

And from Paraguay — a lone 
woman! We consider her a find— 
remember? Smoking a cigar. She’s 
just over 11” tall, excellently made 
attractive and different. No. 380A; 
price $7.50. : 


SoeeoeoeeoeeseeCeeeOFOR COLLECTORS 


DOLLS- AND RAG ONES 


We doll enthusiasts can feel so 
justified, so positively smug at 
the way our hobby keeps popping 
gaily out of the bundle of every 
day living. In show windows as 
Wwe shop, in some clever advertise- 
ment as we read, on television as 
we sit at home—for decoration and 
accent most any place — look — 
there’s a doll! 

Being an addict to that palliator, 
“Manana,” we shall have to ad- 
mit that the December (1950) copy 
of Mademoiselle did not come to 
our attention in time to get this 
bragging tale into the Jan.-Feb. 
Doll Talk. But there, in the pages 
of this one bright issue, were two 
delightful articles, “Puppeteering”’ 
and “The Doll People.” 

The Puppet article was tersely 
actual and informative, appealing 
© all and sundry who would know 
what to expect if going into Pup- 
petry for fun or serious business. 
The illustrations were delightful, 
both the photographs of the imag- 
inative characters on strings, and 
the chic mademoiselles who posed 
with them. Oh yes, and up front 
in the ad section, there was a full 
page introduction by Glentex of 
their new silk scarf “Marionette 
Show.” “Impish” was the adjec- 
tive with the blurb that “you’ll do 
wonderful tricks” with it. 

But Marguerite Young’s delight- 
fully written “The Doll People” is 
one story I’d like to recommend to 
every one of you. It is a choice 
mixture of lore and love o’ dolls, 
some facts and considerable philos- 
ophy. Rag dolls in general and 
Johnny Gruelle’s Raggedy Ann in 
particular, are the pivotal charac- 

ters around which she spins a his- 
Re: of American folk dolls. Hand 

ade dolls of each succeeding era 
become lasting interpreters of 


their day; there follows a sequence 
from the limbless little bundle 
sometimes called a “Cape Cod” 
baby and the many ingeniously 
contrived pioneer dolls that push- 
ed West for a dozen decades. After 
the Civil War, undaunted gentle- 
women of the South found sur- 
cease and sometimes profit, in 
making soft character dolls; ma- 
terials from which only doll-rags 
could be combined with fine 
stitchery, artistic talent and rare 
ingenuity to produce what would 
be heirlooms, had not they been 
played to death in their prime. . 
Mr. Gruelle and his doll classic; 
Raggedy Ann, are given back- 
ground history, so logically ' in- 
trenched as a living part of our 
American way of life, that you 
will respond, and be proud that 
you too, accord both loving and 
serious consideration to Dolls. 


A K. KRUSE NOTE 

With an original Kathe Kruse 
doll which came our way recently, 
was a card or cut out section from 
box top which read: ee 

“All my dolls are 43 cm—17 
inches high. They are made en- 
tirely out of waterproof material 
and can be washed with soap and 
water. They are made under my 
constant personal supervision, in 
my own workship and every doll 
has my name and current num- 
ber on the sole of the left foot. 
They are soft, warm and my aim 
in making them is education to- 
wards motherliness.” No. date, but 
signed in script, Kathe Kruse. — 


DO YOU KNOW: 


That Eugene Field collect- 
t ed Rag Dolls? 


6 DOLL TALK® @@eeeeeoooooecoecs 


WITH MATERIALS AT HAND 


There is no limit, it seems, to 


the tangents a doll hobby can ac- 
commodate. Connections may be 
sophisticated and cultural, or just 
plain comforting. This letter from 
Helen Braun (Montana) is one of 
the inspirational, unsophisticated, 
visity kind I’d like to share. She 
wrote :— 

“The young girl friend who 
brings my mail and daily milk just 
brought your letter. She also loves 
Doll Talk. You know I am not a 
collector in the sense that I pur- 
chase either new, old or rare dolls. 
That I cannot afford. Back in 
1941, the Four-H Club gave a dem- 
onstration in pasted paper. They 
covered an assortment of fruit, 
and when the moulds were dried 
and removed and filled back into 
shape, they painted their fruits in 
suitable colors. I also covered 
fruit and even crocheted a fruit 
stand from memory like one 
mother had when I was a girl. 
When this was finished, I wonder- 
ed what further use could be made 
of “pasted paper” and then I re- 
membered the china-headed doll I 
had received as a child in the 
1880’s. She was unpacked from a 
stored trunk and I made a copy of 
her head. Her hands and shoes 
are of leather and she is still wear- 
ing the dress and long narrow 
pants she arrived in. This first 
doll head was such a success that 
I told my neighbors I was “off on 
a new project.” Mr. Braun had 
died in 1989 and I needed a hobby 
to carry me through the years of 
loneliness ahead. 

“IT copied doll heads loaned by 


my friends, even dolls with com- — 


plete bodies, arms and legs and 
made bodies for the separate 
heads. This was the beginning 
and has served its purpose well. 


There is always a doll or an old- 
fashioned teapot in the process of 
drying. Scarcely a day passes 
that children do not come “to see 
the dolls” and they are so well 
behaved and interested. Their 
mothers tell me that some of them 
come home after a visit, make a 
flour paste and use yards of toilet 
paper in an effort to “make some- 
thing.” Of course, in the years of 
experimenting I have found mate- 
rials that added to the paste paper 
shell makes a more lasting object, 
but I still like the method of past- 
ing tiny bits of moist newsprint 
over the mold in the beginning. I 
have about thirty dolls completely 
my handwork, dressed in suitable 
costumes, some copied from Go- 
dey’s and Peterson’s Magazines. 
They are far from perfect speci- 


them. 
person in the state 


GLAMOUR, IT SAID- 


In the magazine, “Glamour” for 
Dec. 1950, facing pages 78 and 79 
features stories, “Dolls for a Liv- 
ing” and “Dolls as a Sideline.” 

The first tells about Phoebe 
Conrad’s venture of renting a little 
rural schoolhouse in Pennsylvania 
which she equipped into house- 
keeping and business quarters. 
Here she makes dolls with wax 
heads and hands, folk from litera- 
ture being her favorites. One il- 
lustration depicted Oliver Twist 
with Nancy and Bill Sykes. 
Groups in shadow boxes are her 
specialty, selling at around 
$150.00. The last sentence was 
cute—“‘Phoebe rates her financial 
status after two years as “just 
above water.” She adds, though, 
that the enterprise as a whole i 
=e it’s weight in fun and free 

om. 


I think I am the happies 


199 


mens, but I’ve enjoyed nappies 
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The opposite page—sideline— 
tells how Ann Lorenzen, a trained 
nurse, has even patented some 


tricks which distinguish the hand- 


made dolls she carves for fun and 
profit. Mentioned were—a hook- 
and-eye attachment so that the 
doll’s arms will clasp around it’s 
knees, and a “Scarbelly” doll with 
(only a nurse would think of this) 
an incision mark from an appen- 
dectomy carved on its middle. 
Eventually she plans to convert 
her sideline into a full-time busi- 
ness, hopes to design and create 
dolls based on nursery rhymes and 
adapt them for advertising dis- 
play. Meanwhile, she finds doll 
making an ideal form of relaxa- 
tion, a perfect antidote for the 
many pressures of the nursing 
profession. 


NAVY WIFE REPORTING 
Louise Thomas must have almost 
as much fun writing letters as she 
does collecting dolls, although she 
confesses “an agony of indecision” 
due to some of our more fluent 

raises regarding a trio of dolls 
or suggested hold. But after ar- 
riving at the first decision that a 
person could not take on all tempt- 
ing offers, the second decision was 
in favor of H.D.D.H. parian Nancy 
and an antique miniature china, 
who is already dubbed “Dulcie”’— 
sights unseen. 

“Oh, well,” writes Mrs. Thomas, 
“T have all the rest of my days to 
collect dolls, although I’d like to 
wager whoever thought up that 
proverb about the virtue of pa- 
tience didn’t have dolls in a hold 
box.” 

“Until we acquire that home of 
our own, please don’t mention dolls 
ver 12 inches. This house is so 
mall; money does have to go to 
cheer up a new little home spot 


about every two years; the car, 
too, only holds so much and you 
needn’t think I’d trust my dolls 
to Navy movers!” 

And then comes a Cinderella 
paragraph. We envious ones have 
read about such marvels, but glass 
slippers seem seldom to slip unto 
feet that trod the collector path. 
We'll enjoy hearing about it 
though, so: 

“You never know what wonder- 
ful luck will befall you. Down 
here in Charleston, they are as 
ancestor-conscious as the Chinese. 
No one ever gives up a single item 
belonging to the family until there 
isn’t a family any more. Every 
other house is a museum piece. I — 
had despaired of ever finding any 
antique dolls here and then one of 
my friends told me her brother had 
kept three little dolls belonging to 
his grandmother and would give 
me one if I’d dress the other two. 
All three are blonde china with 
blue eyes, about five inches tall 
and “War Between the States” 
period. Don’t tell me there aren’t 
modern-day miracles.” 


CENTER OF ATTENTION 


Mrs. Richard Meade told of a 
fall luncheon for which she cen- 
tered Apple Annie with real red 
apples and autumn leaves, as her 
table decoration. “I never worry 
about flowers for decoration, so 
long as I can draw on my dolls.” 

She also told of a twelve table 
party in the offing where each 
birthday member would sit at her 
special month table. Again, there 
were to be dolls for decoration. We 
suspected that the Whistler’s Moth- 
er doll ordered in that letter would 
beautifully come into her own for 
Mother’s Day, gloriously surround- 
ed by May flowers. 


8 ; DOLL TALKO C0 Cc ccccccceccecece 
: Dolls Can Be Made of the Strangest Things 


One time, ’way back in 1946, Doll Talk printed quite a story about 


‘Odd Material Dolls. 


At that time, we listed about a hundred things, 


alphabetically, including the usual ones of china, bisque, wood, etc., of 


which collection dolls are made. 


The cost price of one antique might buy an array of odd material 


dolls that would be a definite attention getter in any exhibit. 


If you 


prefer the “one antique’”’—OK— it’s still a free country, but in case 
you are at all intrigued, here are some honeys: 


Not really “honey,” although the 
fragrance is that, are beeswax 
(plus something) peons from Mex- 
ico. These are so artistic, they al- 
ways sell right out in a Kimport 
exhibit. Five and % in. tall, dark 
eyed, handsome men and women 
whose cloth garments have been 
treated with wax. They carry 
fruits, a water jar or something. 
On bases, he is No. 399M and she, 
No. 399AM, at $2.50 each. 


Shell? Here 


OAT rR is a chance to 

\ We get an orig- 
pare inal, signed 
we ~ “Layton.” This 
Sas means dainty, 
KGa well propor- 
PL EES) tioed, perfect- 
a! ly made lady 
“i LR about 7 inches 
I re y\ tall, carrying 
LQ > ars bouquet of 
Wee tiny shell 
flowers. /Her 


poet skirt, 
3 : Ory shoulder cape, 
“itty: oS La\ ON bonnet, face 
a eG “ and hands are 
i Re are all shell. 
No. 190C, $5.00. 


Also by Mrs. Layton are Tide- 
water Tess and Peachie, two min- 
iatures who satisfy the Odd Ma- 
terial collector’s dream. Tess’ head 
is a sea grape with lamb’s wool 
hair, tiny cones, shells and such 
make up her body and broom, and 


her apron is really a ruffled circlet 
of film from which baby conch 
shells are hatched! No. 190T, $1.50. 
“Peachie” combines, plum and 
prune pits with the peach, a bon- 
net of acorn, onion seed buttons, 
to total a cutie that stands firmly 
or een seed feet! No. 190P, 


Sponge, combined with Bahama 
Islands shells, make the queerest 
caricature dolls, 3 to 6 inches in 
height. Fantastically different, N r 
272, 95e. 


Tropical pods, half dozen kinds, 
are made up onto little wire frame 
bodies, mounted on round bases 
and the result is a pair of Cuban 
boy musicians and a girl dancer 
in trailing luffa lace skirt. The 
trio, No. 367CT, $1.50. 


Starfish — yes, 
baby ones, less 
than 2 inches 
across have one 
of the points 
painted into a {fg@es 
head and yarn 
turbaned to 
match a bit of 
bathing suit 
which identifies 
the other star 
points as arms and legs. 


She is 
surely a different one, mounted 
on a sea wave card. No. 1448S, "6 


Nutmeg—that’s the head on ou 
8 inch - Yankee peddler, who, by 
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; : —And You Can't Beat Them For Low Cost. 


Since it takes a group of several strange little items to be a con- 


> 


-inches tall, 


what qualifies. 


section, select from the good offerings on these two pages. 


versational nucleus, how about checking your doll possessions to see 
Then, to prove that you really expect to build up this 


IF your 


order totals $5.00 or over, and IF you send it in, cash or budget, before 


May Ist., you may deduct 10% of the total. 


For instance, if they all 


happen. to come to $12.50, deduct $1.25 and send us only $11.25. Easy 


isn’t it? 


the way, is also our Gaceisctieti: 
state doll. A red haired dandy in 


a stovepipe hat, with trinkets to 


trade, is No. 76, $3.75. 


Cornhusk, “Julie McCoy” with 
her broom, is a good one; or we 
have other. male’n’female, Hat- 
fields or McCoys, all most ingeni- 
ously contrived; around 7 or 
a tall. Julie is No. 150H, 


Corn again, but this time a mid- 


get ear of popcorn, made into lit- 
tle. Princess Sioux (from Sioux 
City) No. 67, special 50c. 


Cork—bobbers and floats, make 


a jaunty 4 inch Jack Tar with bell 
(cork) trousers. ‘Only thing about 
Corky that is not cork is his white 
gob hat and some skewer under- 
structure. No. 32, $1.50. 


- Tobacco “Jeeter” is strength- 
ened with dyed cornshucks, but 
there is enough of the nicotineous 
weed to give him flavor. Naughty 
looking little man, about 3% 
No. 199HF, 75c. 


Spice apple dolly |_| 
from the Ozarks— 
her funny old head 
completely wigged with stuck up 
oe Smells delicious! No. 28, 

1.95. 


From the Orient richly colored 
rice paste dolls. Made in China 
by an artist skilled in this deli- 
cate work since childhood. These 


lovely ladies average 344” tall, 
No. 439, $2.50 each. : 
Pea-nuts! The little invalid, 


Daisy Welch, who has long made 
for us those cunnin’ school kids, 
has improved them a lot. They’ve 
always been favorites but now 
Daisy says that a weevil ~~ 
treatment has been added. 3B” 
Boy, No. 199, or | : 


girl, 199A, 75c 
each. No stands 
needed; she . 


whittles s tu r dy 
feet. 
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PEAKING |); 


# (fom T ANTIQUES: 


wei! 

Once in a while some collector 
lets out a righteous howl that not 
only reaches to Kimport’s attuned 
ears, but turns them red. Such a 
complaint, or suggestion, was re- 
cently sent in—‘Couldn’t you find 
some antiques for, oh, about five 
dollars?”—-and another, “How 
about some shorties to stand in 
front of my wmiddlesized an- 
tiques ?” 

So here is the result of some 
hoarding and hiding away Little 
Ones, not all cheap, by the way, 
and some, too, that are definitely 
inexpensive. Laid away for this 
‘Doll Talk offering, first, a pair of 
doll-house children of the 1880’s, 
all bisque, jointed with well mod- 
eled features and fingers and cun- 
ning strap slippers with heels. 
They are adorable, with mouse- 
bright glass eyes, good wigs and 
stylish store clothes. 3%” tall. 
No. AB103, the pair, $13.00. 


All bisque, and again a matched 
pair, are two precious 4 inch curly 
heads with clothes modeled on, 
jointed at hips and shoulders. No. 
A324 has tumbled blonde hair, 
even to a bang and a topknot 
curl. Both tots are flesh pink with 
white romper suits, but differently 
styled and one trimmed in blue, 
the other in rose. No. A325 has a 
white tam above his side parted, 
long bobbed hair. $7.50 each. 


From two to a threesome, and 
the woman who had been a long 
time assembling this trio said, 
“Don’t separate them.” They are 
little stone bisque clowns or jes- 
ters with wired-on arms and legs, 
all different. The jester is 3 in- 


? CSA 


ches high with a most interesting 
face and twisty little cap which 
winds into a scarf effect over his 
chest. The bottom of the torso is 
pointed; he is a collector item, but 
not in good shape I should say, 
as both feet and one lower arm 
are missing. No. A253, price,$2.50. 


Larger, about 4 inches tall to the 
top of his cap, is a very fat bellied 
Punchinello clown with a head that 
has been glued back on; one hand 
and one foot missing. Still he is 
a fascinating item; hunch-backed 
eee faced. No. A254, price, 


The third one-in the group is 
perfect, a little clown with a tiny 
pointed cap and fancy circus 
clothes with knee breeches; No. 
A255, 3'/3” tall, $5.00. 


This would make an intriguing 
nucleus. It would be fun to hunt 
for more of these grotesque old- 
timers, $10.00 for this three. 


A similar single “bonnet bisque’ 
is a 8 inch bearded sailor with 
suit and cap all modeled on and 
trimmed with blue. Wire jointed at 
hips and shoulders, one hand chip- 
ped, but otherwise perfect and 
cute as a button! Little heels on 
his white shoes, a line of red lips 
showing through the brown bisque 
beard, pink cheeks, brown eyes, 
quite a lad—circa 1890—No. A256, 
$6.50. | 


Three nice pink bisque boys, 


only 2% inches tall, do not have 


to sell together as they are dis- 
tinct personalities, in costume, 
anyway. But all are fine pink bis- 
que, perfect, with nice little hands 
and flat soled, pointed toe boots, 
very slender and aristocratic. Ball 
head with swivel neck, as well as 
shoulder and hip joints, and all 
also have original old coil-curl 
wigs. No. A341 in Pagliacci out- 
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fit, A341A Cossack red tunic and 
velvet shako (maybe he’s Boris 
Godunov) and A341B a_ blonde 
dandy in tail coat and satin vest. 
Circa the 1890’s; $5.00 each. 

Pretty pink bisque girl of a bit 
later dating perhaps, is a 3% 
inch blue-eyed doll with long 
blonde hair coming from her open 
top crown. All perfect, pretty 
hands, blue gartered white socks 
and black pumps; arms only are 
jointed. Beautifully dressed in 
finest crochet frock of aqua tint. 
No. A286, $5.50. 

Another pink bisque (Germany) 
is a cleverly modeled, naked tod- 
dler with bare toes, kewpie- spread 
-hands and a big bisque hair ribbon 
that raises -her height to 3% in- 
ches! Mended neck, but I surely 
didn’t see it at first, No. A323, 
$1.75. Better allow a_ second 
choice! 

Have you ever had one of those 
novelty dolls we call suede bisque? 
Our No. A335 is a 54%” baby with 
side parted blonde hair and sober, 
chubby face, wearing a moss-green 
smock, matt finish, even’ a _ bit 
fuzzy, made right onto the model- 
ed bisque. Jointed arms; frankly 
I do not know his date, but before 
World War One. Price, $12.50. 

Next is a pair of jointed bisque 
girls. One is a Scout or cowgirl 
with fringed sleeves, a_ holster 
strapped around between blouse 
and skirt; cute little turned-up hat 
and a bright orange scarf knotted 
around her throat, all in the 
bisque, of course. The other is 
about half inch taller, but hers 
is an Indian costume, so _ the 
feathers make the difference. She 
has curls that come down over 
her shoulders, while the little 
Scout has a wavey, long bob. The 
dress-up Indian costume is white 
with orange collar and light blue 


band trim; quite a bit of fancy 
modeling in both of the outfits, 
and only $15.00 for the pair, No. 
A318. 

Next is not a doll, but a Staf- 
fordshire powder-or-salt shaker, in 
the shape of a little girl, sort of 
Kate Greenaway style, in long 
flounced dress and big hat with a 
plume. This shaker is perfect; the 
dress and hat are white with gilt 
touches; head flesh color; hair, 
blonde; nice features. It is 3% 
inches tall; dates around 1840; No. 
A703. $10.00. 

Chelsea pink is the most old- 
fashioned looking Frozen Char- 
lotte, a big, 5 inch one with “cov- 
ered wagon” style hair, beautiful- 
ly painted, with bare feet and per- 
fect plump body. She is precious; 
circa 1850, dressed in antique print 
challis and hand scalloped dimity 
petticoat. No. AB368, $18.00. 

Same size, but a blonde parian 
or thin French bisque, is another 
Frozen Charlotte. Also daintily 
painted and beautifully modeled 
child body, with bare feet and 
shapely hands, held forward. 
Light brown hair in waves and 
vertical curls; circa 1870’s; No. 
AB982, $18.00. 

Now while we are talking about 
rare ones on the expensive side, 
here is a 6 inch aristocrat in abso- 
lutely pristine condition. She is 
paper-mache with wooden limbs 
and leather body, circa 1860; the 
head is youthful with high fore- 
head, ringlets and vertical curls, 
really most unusual with the orig- 
inal old body and all. She is all 
hand-dressed in changeable rose 
silk with lace trim, cobweb fine. 
No. A931, price, $39.00. 

And what’s the matter with 
small old woodens? Personally, I 
love those comical characters, 
made about fifty years ago in 
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Czarist Russia. We told about 
them once before, but—half a 
dozen are still at Kimport, clever 
4% inch high old toys with swing- 
ing arms, funny faces, sturdy feet 
and lathe turned bodies. Turko- 
man, Mongolian, Hangman— 
there’s really slight preference; 
No. A900, some were a bit higher, 
but $3.50 each, and if you aren’t 
thrilled, return him! 

Another very old wooden, here 
re-offered, is the Grandfather Von 
Cramm penwiper, built around his 
mother’s Queen Ann doll, the tor- 
so and upper arms thereof dating 
back to 1820. Really it’s a dear 
wooden chest and head with orig- 
inal paint, peeking up above the 
red flannel and black broadcloth 
outfit; No. A909, $22.00. 

Then there is an early, poured 
wax, the hollow kind, that looks 
like yellowed church candles. She 
is only 5% inches tall, with flat 
heeled shoes and fine old mull 
frock of rosebud print made with 
tight basque and little jacket to 
match. It-is difficult to do jus- 
tice to the charms of such a quaint 
wax dolly; her head is side turned, 
lovely shoulders, sweet expression; 
a brooch, a bonnet, all original of 


the 1850’s it seems. Left leg was 
broken, and mended, after she 
came to Kimport. No. AB526, 


— $23.00. 

A much later and more plebeian 
wax girl is 6% inches tall. She has 
modeled bobbed hair and a fancy 
“wax bead necklace modeled below 
her throat. Eyes look like jet. 
Foreign make, crimson cloth body, 
wax limbs; undressed, this old 
fashioned girl is No. A328, $3.50. 


Inexpensive also is a queer ani- 
mated clown doll, made in Ger- 
many, some years ago. About 7% 
inches tall, to the top of the peak- 
ed cap, his head is papier-mache, 


while the crudely done body is 
wood, with movable arms and legs. 
In the hands are metal clappers 
which clang together when his 
stomach section is pressed. No. 
A195, price, $3.95. 

Another old toy type novelty is 
a tin baby, fastened into the seat 
of his tin chair. This is a patented 
convertible affair that folds up 
into a play table in front of him 
or down into a regulation high 
chair. In that position, chair back 
is 4 inches tall, or collapsed onto 
blue casters, under 2% inches in 
height. Clever doll house novelty, 
circa 1880, No. A709, $4.00. 

Iron toy handcar, key wind; two 
men really make the thing travel! 
Collector item, old clockwork toy, 
5 inches long. No. A702, $12.50. 

Old pewter bird whistle, the kind 
that trills like a real warbler when 
a bit of water is put in it. About 
fifty years old; No. A343, $1.50. 

Iron bank Mammy with a pan- 
cake turner in one hand, but no 
moving -parts. Six inches tall, 
circa 1895, No. A344, $6.00. 

Name head “Ethel” is a 9 inch 
size; all original body and china 
limbs. The legs have huge blue 
garters and the hands are the nice 
little flat kind with fingers and 
markings. As you doubtless know, 
these name heads had Peter Pan 
collars edged in gilt and their 
names on their chests. They were 
made about 1880. This one is quite 
nicely dressed, as she came to us; 
in a full skirted moire ribbon out- 
fit in shell pink, trimmed with 
black. No. A309, price $12.50. 

Another china is a sweet 1860 
type with hair styling very wide 
across the temples, white line cen- 
ter part and vertical curls all 
around. Original old legs have 
blue china shoes and the arms are 
slender. One hand is broken across 
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the fingers and there is a mend 
across one shoulder. This little 
Civil War dolly is 11 inches tall, 
very fine china; No. A851, price, 
$16.00. Costume is not original, 
but made of nice old-fashioned 
materials to match the precious 
blue boots. 


“Campbell Kid” looking is a bis- 
que tot with movable arms; 3% 
inches tall, blonde, bobbed hair, 
big blue eyes that turn to one side. 
Clothes all in the bisque, are white 
romper suit trimmed in blue and 
brown, high shoes with white 
socks, above which is a narrow 
line of chubby pink legs. No. 
A320, price, $10.00. 


There is a pair of fine quality 
German bisque, Dutch children 
with enamel high-lighted flirting 
type eyes. These are 5 inches tall, 
movable arms, bisque caps; apron, 
shirt, and all. He has little chip- 
ped spots on both hands, but not 
bad. They are priced as a pair, 
No. A319, at $10.00 for the two. 

. Tempest and Sunshine are Staf- 
fordshire Frozen Charlottes in 
perfect condition; bare footed, 
arms held forward with oldfash- 
ioned hair styling, high forehead 
and vertical curls. Brunette Temp- 
est is pretty, in orchid lace frock, 
No. A146. Blonde Sunshine, No. 
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A147, wears a matching blue frock. 
2%” size, price, $6.00 each. 


In the line of inexpensive but 
authentic antiques, we think it is 
difficult to beat those gorgeously 
lithographed 1880 paper dolls. 
They’re jointed at hips and shoul- 
ders, the ladies with luscious limbs 
and beautiful faces which seem 
to be from portrait likenesses. 
They have different heads; 14” 
tall, No. 191A, $1.50 each. 


Again we have the pickaninnies, 
“made up,” as the parts came in 
tender old sheet form to be punch- 
ed and assembled with tiny brads. 
These really pretty African tots 
are 9” tall, three different styles, 
No. 191P, $1.50 each. 


If. you are really interested in 
securing variety in these antique, 
jointed paper dolls, there are also 
a few brilliantly colored Indians, 
two styles, 10” size, and definitely . 
handsome. No. 191, also $1.50 each. 

Enough? — Might mention that 
again quite a lot of queer little old 
doll house furniture has accumu- 
lated. If interested, we could des- 
cribe and “hold box” certain pieces 
for your approval. We hope you 
know that is our pleasure on any 
special want, to avoid disappoint- 
ment. On all the things above 
though, it’s ‘first come, first serv- 
ed,” and allow second choice, if 
possible. Paper dolls are in quan- 
tity, so you'll be quite safe on 
those. 


DO YOU KNOW 


That in 1910, a French i 
organization, translated 
as “Doll Trust,” revived . 

- the old Fashion Doll idea, 
‘sending a petite delega- 

tion around the world as 

good will ambassadors? — 
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CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPINGS 


“T always get a kick out of 
seeing your name, ‘Ruby Short 


McKin,’ as I have your full set of | 


‘Rhymeland Quilt Blocks’ printed 
in the old Philadelphia Record in 
1936. Have used them separately 
to make child’s bibs and aprons, 
etc., and still hope to make a quilt 
some day. But now it would be a 
couple of grandsons instead of my 
son. How time flies.” — Mildred 
Hobdell. Pennsylvania. | 


“Have just added a different 
‘Frozen Charlotte’ to my group of 
them. She is a regular Charlotte, 
poor quality on back, but has one 
hand down and the other on her 
chest. If it were only the right 
hand, she would look as though 
saluting the flag. 
these with bare little bodies, she 
is all right. Goodess knows, how 
you could dress her!”—Ruth M. 
Russell, California. | 


“We moved to a small home in 
December, but although we dis- 
posed of many, many things, 
Jeanne’s doll eollection remained 
intact and continues to grow. Her 
only regret in going to college 
next year is that she can’t take 
her dolls with her.”—Mrs. Nina 
Schmidt, Maryland. 


“T’ve made several dolls, using 
an eggshell head; mold features on 
with water putty, then paint. I just 
finished an ‘old maid’ schoolma’m 
of the early 1900’s; puffed hair on 
top of her head, white long-sleeved 
shirtwaist, brown wool gored skirt, 
cape and felt sailor. When my 
‘teen-age son examined the ‘undies’ 
he said, ‘Gosh, mom! Did they real- 
ly dress like that’ ?”—Ethel Tritch, 
Indiana. : 


As I prefer. 


“I have thirty-three Doll Talks 
bound, the first being Volume, 1 
Number 1. You had no date on it; 
the dates start in 1940. Long ago, 
I bought dolls from you for my 
daughter, but she is now collecting 
boy friends!”—Mrs. Chas. Evans, 
Illinois. | 


“While admitting my many 
faults, I have honestly felt that 
selfishness was not one of them. 
Yet when Doll Talk arrives, I al- 
ways wonder. In spite of my obli- 
gations and committments, why 
should I not pamper myself a lit- 
tle? And especially with my mil- 
lionth birthday coming up!”— 
Honore Awsumb, Nebraska. 


“My poor dolls are all hid away 
again and I’m teaching. Some- 
times I think I must have ink and 
chalk dust in my veins! Now I do 
want one more blonde china head 
in the very tiny % inch size to 
finish my family of Little Wom- 
en.”—Maxine Sickels, Iowa. 


“Doll talk, together with other 
literature and books, are being 
accumulated in hopes my little 
granddaughter will be just as fond 
of dolls as I am.”—Mrs. Carl A. 
Johnson, Washington. 


“We learn something from every 
doll we handle and that is why 
you ought to write a book, Mrs. 
McKim. I am sure you have more 
knowledge in your head than even 
you realize!” — Juanita Loving, 
Michigan. 


“My ‘pet hobby’ is finding 
‘wrecked dolls’ along the beach 
and in rubbish piles, and repair- 
ing them. Have over 200 of these.” 
—Dollie Merrill, Maine. — 


> 


©000000000000000080FOR COLLECTORS 


15 


“Now I am going to browse for 
an old-fashioned round top trunk 
to Kemtone with rose and cover 
with brilliants to hold my dolls.” 
—Lucille Loveday, Washington. 


“May I brag a little about my 
new doll cabinets? They were a 
gift from my husband! There are 
two, of light maple, lined with 
bird’s-eye veneer, designed to fit 
the space on two sides of my ‘Doll 
Room.’ They have sliding glass 
doors, bronze shelf brackets, and 
are equipped with fluorescent 
lights. There are five drawers 
beneath in which to keep records, 
pictures, notes and books. They 
do add greatly to the attractive- 
ness of my collection.” — Vesta 
Billings. 


“Due to my illness, the collec- 
tion has not grown much during 
the last two years, but my dolls, 
ranging from a 5c plastic baby 
to a very large old Greiner are 
all so ee L. Boody, 
D.-& 3 


“T have a lovely 15 inch Korean 
Kaesong girl named Kim Jong 
Chyull (gold bell sounding clear), 
beautifully hand made and authen- 
tically dressed. She was brought 
to me from Korea, just before the 
war, by a Red Cross worker. I 
am sure she is rather unusual so 
thought you might be interested in 
hearing about her. When I tell 
you I have been bedfast most of 
the time for four and a half years, 
you will understand how much my 
hobbies mean to me.’—Bernice 
Clayton, Utah. 


“I’m busy paying for a house to 
hold the dolls—and me—just now, 
so get thee behind me!’”—Josephine 
E. Roberts, Pennsylvania. 


“Doll Talk is wonderful! I’ve 
looked at it and dreamed about 
your dolls for years. Since I have 
been handicapped most of my life, 
my dolls have given me much 
orga TRE nc Erickson, Minne- 
sota. | 


“Three Ashanti figures were 
once given to me by an elderly 
woman whose father had been one - 
of the first missionaries in Africa. 
I always thought they were inter- 
esting and figured they might be 
a fetish of some kind. It is queer 
how one picks up a bit of informa- 
tion here and there. When pieced 
together it is certainly satisfying.” 
—Marie Ketterman, Pennsylvania. 


“The highlight of my television 
display on Thanksgiving Day was 
definitely the Priscilla and John 
Alden dolls. They are truly dis- 
tinguished and I am proud to have 
them for Massachusetts repre- 
sentatives in my state collection.” 
—Mildred Nott, D. C. 


“That oilette print of the pretty 
little girl looks so charming in an 
antique frame. I have an oil paint- 
ing of myself as a tiny girl which 
was originally an enlarged photo- 
graph made on satine. My uncle 
painted over the photograph as it 
was ordinary and beginning to 
grow dim.” — Mrs. Howard Ew- 
bank, Indiana. 


“T have been busy making and 
dressing dolls for sale, enough to 
fill my limited time, and besides, 
earn some money with which to 
add more dolls to my collection. 
I do feel to say ‘Thank you’ for 
everything wonderful and _inter- 
esting that ‘Kimport’ means!”— 
Mrs. Alice Emmons, California. 


Doll of the Month Idea Proving Popular 4 


It looks like Christmas these days around Kimport. Mysterious 
packages of various shapes and sizes are being mailed to all parts of 
the country and you can well imagine the excitement with which they are 
opened by the Doll of the Month members. One thing is certain: Every 
doll sent under this plan will be most carefully selected, and is an 
intriguing way to systematically build up a collection. 3 

All the details of this club were described on the back page of the 
January-February Doll Talk. You are again invited to join this en- 
thusiastic group. It’s simple: Tell us approximately the price you want 
to pay each month, the kind of dolls you prefer and a bit about your 
present collection. We’ll do the rest: Select dolls especially attractive 
or brand new imports and send them about the 15th of each month as 
your pleasant surprise. After you have bought the 12th doll, a lucky 
13 doll will be your free dividend. Write for full plans atta question- 


naire blank today! 


Why not fill in that his- 
torical portrait section 
with the Doll of the 
Month Plan? 


Kimport'’s portrait dolls 
have hand modeled 

heads. They are accur- 
~ ately costumed to the 
period. 


For example: | 
No. 188. President Lincoln, 11 imches... cc cccscsssssseseenee 
No. 188A. Mary Todd, 9 inches. cccecccsccssesssssssmesseseesesensee 
- Remember after your twelfth doll one of equal value will be 
sent free! 
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